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Grant Project Leader:  Dr. Mark Anderson 
 
Were planned goals/objectives achieved last quarter? Yes  
 
NALCC Conservation Need Addressed:  Supporting a Standardization of Terrestrial and Wetland Habitat 
Classification and Mapping that Includes Characterization of Climate Sensitive Systems.  
 
Progress Achieved: (For each Goal/Objective, list Planned and Actual Accomplishments) 
This quarter we made progress on activating the steering committee, preparing and circulating documents on 
methods and ecological system types, developing a classification team, establishing data contacts in each 
province and obtaining provincial data, assembling new datasets on climate, and preparing a methods document 
for review by the steering committee.  
 
Summary of Progress:  (Provide a paragraph describing progress, work to come, and timelines) 
 
Goal 1.  Complete and circulate the document describing the project methods.   We met this goal 
completely, preparing and circulating a 79 page document describing the methods used in the US to create the 
terrestrial habitat map and using the text a discussion point in our steering committee cal.  
 
Goal 2.  Using the recently released Northeast Habitat Guides: a companion to the terrestrial and aquatic 
habitat maps, create a document describing the potential terrestrial habitats for Maritime Canada and 
send to steering committee.   We met this goal by creating a document specifically for Atlantic Canada 
describing the ecological systems that we expect to occur in Canada, with information on their vegetation, 
ecological signature and US distribution.  We send this out for the team to review. These documents will be the 
focus of the next four months as we pin down the classification targets and develop crosswalks to names used in 
the Canada literature and datasets.  
  
Goal 3. Host a Web ex in November for steering committee members We hosted a call to discuss project 
timeline, mapping methods and the list of potential habitats, and had a great with over 30 participants from all 
provinces.  There was support for the project, and after presenting the introduction materials we spend the 
discussion time refining the sub-teams and making sure we had the right people on the team.  One result of the 
call was the recognition that we need to form a classification sub-committee of ecologists to work out the 
classification and get agreement on the ecological system types. We also compiled and studied documents 
related to vegetation and ecology of project area. 
 
Goal 4 Continue to compile information on the study area and finalize the datasets compiled so far.  We 
made excellent progress in establishing data contacts within all provinces and we obtained provincial datasets 
related to wetlands, forest inventory, surficial geology, soils, protected areas, and ecological land classification. 
We evaluated the utility of those datasets for the project. A big finding was the depth and detail of the 
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