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Monitoring 
Plan 
(developed by 
STB, EPA and 
NBNERR) 

Monitoring parameter Method Protocol 

Vegetation     

Species composition & 
abundance* 

Point intercept  Roman et al. 2001 

Plant height (dominant 
vegetation) 

Measurement of 
plants 

Roman et al. 2001 

Photos of veg plots* 
Digital 
photography 

K. Raposa, pers. 
comm. 

Stem density per 
species 

Stem counts Roman et al. 2001 

Above ground 
production 

Clip plots  
Morris and Haskin 
1990, modified 

Belowground macro-
organic matter 

Soils core 
analysis 

Twohig and Stolt 2011 

Photo points 
Digital 
photography 

K. Raposa, pers. 
comm. 



Monitoring Parameter Method Protocol 
Hydrology     

Water level*  Water level loggers  Turner 2011 

Avian     

Species composition & 
abundance** 

Point counts  
Saltmarsh Habitat and Avian 
Research Program protocols 
(www.tidalmarshbirds.org)  

Nekton     

Species composition & 
abundance* 

Throw traps  Raposa and Roman, 2001 

Crab density Burrow counts  K. Raposa, unpublished data 

Sediment Elevation & 
Accretion 

    

Elevation surveys* RTK  Messaros et al. 2012 

Surface elevation & accretion*  
SETs and marker 
horizons  

Cahoon et al. 2006 

Subsidence and sediment 
accretion 

6" ceramic tiles  
Neubauer et al. 2002, 
modified 

Soil Characteristics     

Shear strength Shear vane  Turner 2011 

Monitoring 
Plan (cont.) 

http://www.tidalmarshbirds.org/


Control Site Impact Site 




