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• FWS State Wildlife Grant 
• FWS RCN 
• FWS – Sandy relief  
• FWS refuges 
• North Atlantic LCC 
• NSF (RAPID, GRFP, IGERT) 
• Long Island Sound Study 
• CT Sea Grant 
• NPS Northeast Coastal and 

Barrier Network  
• Various smaller grants 



~1700 survey points 23 demography plots 



New England

BCR 30+

1

2

3

4

5

1998 2000 2002 2004 2006 2008 2010 2012
year

sa
lt

m
a
rs

h
 s

p
a
rr

o
w

/n
a
b
u
n
d
a
n
c
e
 i

n
d
e
x

A

0.2

0.4

0.6

0.8

1.0

1998 2000 2002 2004 2006 2008 2010 2012
year

s
a
lt

m
a
rs

h
 s

p
a
rr

o
w

 a
b
u
n
d
a
n
c
e
 i

n
d
e
x

no restriction

restricted

B

0.2

0.4

0.6

0.8

1.0

1998 2000 2002 2004 2006 2008 2010 2012
year

s
a
lt

m
a
rs

h
 s

p
a
rr

o
w

 a
b
u
n
d
a
n

c
e
 i

n
d
e
x

no restriction

restricted

B
Year 

B
ir

d
 a

b
u

n
d

an
ce

 

- population size 
- trends (1998-2014) 
- hurricane effects 

Correll et al. submitted  

Bird and vegetation surveys 



What effects do hurricanes have? 
− habitat change (no effect, but SLR does)1 
− bird abundance (no effect)1 
− demography (prelim analysis suggest no effect)2 

1Field et al. unpubl. analysis; 2Ruskin et al. unpubl. analysis 
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Demographic change 

Negative growth = likely extinction 
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Latitude Field et al. unpubl. ms.  



Seaside sparrows likely to follow … 

Chris Field et al. unpubl. 
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Compare scenarios to identify: 

- trade-offs between conservation 
goals 

- most cost-effective solutions for 
meeting goals 

- best current vs future solutions 
(e.g. accounting for sea-level rise) 

75% of SALS pop (CT) 

75% of SALS pop (CT) 

Cost-effective conservation planning 

Brian Klingbeil et al., prelim. analyses 



http://www.tidalmarshbirds.org/ 
https://www.facebook.com/TidalMarshBirds 
#SHARPbirds 
 
CONTACT ME: 
chris.elphick@uconn.edu 
@ssts 
 
 

SHARP team v1.0 


