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• June 2009 the five 
governors of NY, NJ, DE, 
MD and VA signed the 
Mid-Atlantic Ocean 
Governors’ Agreement on 
Ocean Conservation 
 

• December 2009 held 
Stakeholder Conference 
 

 
 



MARCO Structure 
Five Action Teams: 
 

1. Offshore Renewable Energy 
     Lead: MD – Gwynne Schultz  
 
2. Offshore Habitats 
     Lead: NY – Greg Capobianco 
 
3. Climate Change and Coastal Resiliency 
     Lead: DE – Sarah Cooksey 
 
4. Water Quality 
     Lead: MD – Sarah Lane 
 
5. Coastal & Marine Spatial Planning (CMSP) 
     Lead: VA – Laura McKay 

State CZM Managers/Senior Policy Advisors 
 

 
Action Team 

 

 
Action Team 

 

 
Action Team 

 

State Agency Heads/ Cabinet Secretaries 
 

Governors of  New York, New Jersey, 
Delaware, Maryland, Virginia 



Protect Key  
Ocean Habitats 
(Canyons, corals, key fish habitats, 
migration corridors for birds, marine 

mammals and sea turtles) 
 

Update:   MARCO 
reviewing  criteria to 
be used to identify and 
evaluate significant 
offshore habitats  
 
Looking at data gaps 
and coverage across 
the region 
 



Promote 
Renewable 
Offshore 
Energy     

 

Update:  MARCO is 
enhancing its 
influence over 
offshore wind facility 
siting, construction 
and operation 
through federal 
consistency  
 



Improve Water 
Quality 

 
Update:   MARCO is 
evaluating opportunities 
to address atmospheric 
contributions of 
nitrogen to marine 
waters via federal 
consistency 

 



Update:  A regional 
inventory of existing 
LiDAR coverage is 
complete 
 
Digital Coast Regional 
SLR Viewer for Mid-
Atlantic is almost 
complete 

Adapt to  
Climate Change 



Update:   Portal 
launched in December 
2010 
 
 6 data categories and 
~30 data layers with 
user-friendly fact sheets 
 
Stakeholder engagement 
plan being developed 
through ROP grant from 
NOAA to Monmouth U 
Group 

CMSP 

Waterbird density, 
WEA’s, canyons & 
bathymetry 



MARCO  
Website 



MARCO Mapping & Planning Portal 
Available at  www.midatlanticocean.org  

 

http://www.midatlanticocean.org/�


Next Steps 
• Migrate portal from 

host server to cloud 
 

• Develop long-term 
maintenance plan 
 

• Seek missing data  
 

• Develop “reporting 
functions” to assist 
with management 
scenarios 

 

• Begin stakeholder 
engagement process 
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