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What is the role of LCCs in Wildlife Action

•Competitive funding program
https://www.dropbox.com/s/8c5nouk5sja4nr5/5_Science%20Delivery.docx

•Organizational websites

•Training workshops to use tools 

•Webinars

•Information management

•Databasin

•Science Base

Science Delivery

https://www.dropbox.com/s/8c5nouk5sja4nr5/5_Science Delivery.docx
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Science Delivery Accomplishments:

Supported staff to manage web data

Contract Chesapeake Conservancy to assist workshops

13 hard drives chock full ‘o data delivered

1 meeting with FWS staff

1 workshop for SWAP coordinators

2 two-day workshops for state GIS staff

1 follow-up meeting with NEFWDTC
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Everyone has been asking:

“what is the regional context of the 

species and habitats in my state.”
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Northeast

Data available to develop Northeast COAs 
(What is the regional context of ____?)

•Geospatial Condition Analysis (TNC)
•Ecological Integrity Grids (forthcoming from UMass)
•Downscaled climate data for the Northeast Region (forthcoming from UMass)
•Urban Growth models for the Northeast Region (forthcoming from UMass)
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this is a rat

this is a snake

With consistent data on 

species distributions, we 

can begin to identify areas 

of risk and opportunity.  

We need different 

applications according to 

data quality:

BEST data…use model

POOR data…coarse 

metric
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Imperfect prediction 

of habitat classes does 

mean the models can’t 

tell us about habitat 

diversity…

Especially when we 

use appropriate units 

of analysis.



10



11



12



13



14



15

The guiding purpose of COAs—paraphrasing 

AFWA and the NAAT guidelines—is to identify 

and spatially depict priority areas on the landscape 

that offer the best opportunities and potential for 

SGCN conservation, considering the location and 

relative condition of their habitats.
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To support states efforts:

NALCC will continue to provide 

data and training on development of 

COAs.
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NALCC will collaborate with states to 
develop a methodology for Northeast 
Regional COAs (RCOAs).



Connectivity 

Landscape Conservation 
Design is the sum of 

many parts that must 
work together…

What is the relative 
weight of each layer?

Resiliency

Integrity

•RSGCN

•T&E

•Surrogate species

Vulnerability

Security

Development 

Habitat Class



Habitat 

Diversity

THREATENED 

Habitat Diversity

Diversity of 

RSGCN

Occurrences

Integrity of 

streams



How do priorities 

from nested scales of 

planning relate?



Regional scale 

patterns…



State or watershed  patterns…



Nested scales of planning are complementary.
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Next steps for developing NE Regional COAs 

(RCOAs):

1.  The guiding purpose of RCOAs is to identify and spatially depict priority areas 

at the Northeast regional landscape scale that offer the best opportunities and 

potential for RSGCN conservation, considering the location and relative 

condition of their habitats;

2.  NEFWDTC will provide input on specific conservation and management 

objectives that may be supported by COAs, as well as general input on missing 

data, species, or habitats that might need to be incorporated in the methodology 

for developing COAs, including focus areas for regional priority species, such as 

NEC and wood turtle;

3. The NALCC will continue to serve a  facilitating role in the management of 

data, support in development of methodology, and provide support to execute 

GIS for COAs according to methodology developed in collaboration with the 

states as described below;
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Next steps for developing NE Regional COAs (RCOAs):

4.  NEFWDTC will designate an ad hoc technical subcommittee with 

appropriate GIS, biological, and landscape technical capability to provide 

input on behalf of the committee and other conservation partners (i.e., 

TNC) by June 1, 2014;

5.  NALCC will send a list recommending ad hoc committee 

members to NEFWDTC by May 1;

6.  NALCC will create a first draft of methods for initial review 

with/by ad hoc technical subcommittee by June 1, 2014; 
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Next steps for developing NE Regional COAs (RCOAs):

7.  During June and July, 2014, NALCC will provide training to GIS 

staff in each state to prepare them with data and tools to assist state 

decision makers to make informed technical decisions about the RCOA 

methodology;

8.  NALCC will facilitate a workshop for the ad hoc technical 

committee, GIS staff, and supporting staff to provide input and revise a 

draft methodology before fall NEFWDTC meeting by  August 1,  2014;

9.  The NEFWDTC will review the draft methodology at their 

September, 2014 annual meeting and make recommendations on a final 

methodology.
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Next steps for SPECIES MODELS:

1. Draft list of species to model based on data quality by May 1;

2. Draft general method for review by ad hoc technical committee by 

June 1;

3. Collaborate with state taxa teams on data preparation and habitat 

predictor variables during June and July;

4. Begin model implementation in August;

5. Review draft results at NEFWDTC in September.
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What are the next steps?


